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' Of the Proceedings at 
GUIL D-HALL, London, 


At the 
TOLKE-MOOT, or COMMON-HALL, 


. Held 24th. of June 1676, #4 
Relating to the Cities Petitioning His Majeſty for 


2 new Parliament, | 


> 
-"Mk.. Common SERGEANT, 


\ T ſeems a-vainthing for this Conre, to be ſerious a- 
, bour-the choice of Magiltratcs and Officers, «tor 
i: the well Government of :this City, except they 
firſt rakecare toremedy thoſe many milciiets and 
oricvances:Which the Cicy now groans under, and which 
ſeems {o ro threaten the ruine and deſtruction of the - 
whole, that if there. be not ſome ſpeedy redreſs, there 


wilt be lirtle-need of Magiſtrates and Oihcers ; for * 
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there will bg;vo City or People left here to be go-Thc 
verned. Dd! 
Londen has once already been burned to aſhes, and: 
ig, br now become ſuch a Trade, that not only Londen, Yr 


the Burrough of Southwark , and the Places adjoyning , Hu 
bur all che Cities, Burroughs, Towns Corporate, and $» 
c 
i 


Places of principal Trade throughout the whole King- $i 
dom are perpetually in danger ;z fo that no rationaland } 
conſiderate Man amongſt us, can promiſe himſelf, his Fi 
Wife, his Children, or Eſtate, one night ſecurity, bur } 
they may all be devoured in the conſuming flames, except 
ſome ſpeedy and effe@ua] conrle be taken. 

But this is not all, for were our Houles-ſecure from Þ: 
Fire, yerſuch is the general decay of Trade, as if not re- 
medieg , muſt ivavotdably bring the whole City to pos | 
verty and ruine ; and i is conceived that thisis very much | 
occaſioned by tlie French , who have laid fuch great Im» $ 
poſitions upon our woollen Cloth, Stuffs, andother Ma- 
nutaMres, that we have almoſt loſt our Trade with 5 
France, and they have ſpoiled our Trade with Holland, 
Flanders , and Germany , by a deſiructive War. They 
have ruined our Trade at home,and beggared many thou- & 
{and of our honeſt and induſtrious Weavers, and other 
Engliſh ManufaQors and Traders, by the vali quantity 
of their Mks, and other unneceflary Commodities im- 
ported hither, So that upon an exa® Ballance of the 
Trade, between Us and them taken, it has been demon.. ® 
ſtrated thac this City and Kingdom dot!) loſe cleven hun. 
dred thouſand Ponnds every year, | 

_ By means whereof, they who in Qucen Elizaleth's 
me might not be ſuffered to build Mcn of War, are 
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| (3) 
own ſo powerful at Sca as to beable-ro bear both 
Difech and Spaniard, and have made thetniclves in a 
aanner (ole Maſters of the Mediteranzan Sea. And they 
re op fo preſumptious, as daily co injure and affrone 
gur Eogliſh Merchants, and ſometimes in His Majeitics 
$wn Ports, Their Privatcers daily take our Merchant 
g-$iips, plunder others, (trip, impriſon, and torment our 
nd $ca-men, ts the great diſcourageme:1t of our Englith Na- 
Nis Figation, and almoſi ruine of rne Merchant, 
ute $ [1 (hall Inſtance bur in one thing more, but that is worſe 
pt Fen all che reſt, c:1atis chejutt appreheniion thar is vp- 
n the minds of good Men, of danger ro His Majcitics 
Perſon, and the Proteftant Religion. 

I had nor ſpoken this at thts time and place, but hav. 
$1g the honour to ſerve this City in Common Counce], 
s havecndeavoured at ſeveral times to bring theſe things . 
zcefore that Court, but cou'd not, In the e'd of che laſt 
ommon Councel I did delire my Lord Major, that a 
Tommon Councel mig!it ſpeedily be held, co tar and 
on{ider of a Petition about Trade, ſubſcribed by a great 
wmber of Citizens of good quality ; and his Lordſhip 
Iid then promiſe that a Common Councel ſhould ſpeedi- 
be held ; But it is a good time fince, and there hath 
een many Fires and Loſſes, but 10 Common Councel. 
hereot,/me thiiks, ir doth become the wildom and 
zvity. of £3.15 great Court, not :0 admit of any longer 
delay in a matter wherein their a4 i» concerned : And I 
£o humbly move (and I conceive it is not only my ſenſe, 
Sur the ſenſe of ihe far greater part-of this Court) that 
- Wome Members of this Court may accompany ihe She. 
- Fiffs, aud Mr, Common Sargeant, . bcjore we proceed ro 
| | A 2 any 
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any other matter, to wait upon my Lord Mayor andthe 
Court of Aldermen, to defire that a Common Councel 
- might ſpeedily be held, tumbly to Petition His Majeſty, 
that for the quieting and farisfying the minds of His licge 
' People, and tor the remedy of the many miſchicfs and 
grievances we now groan under, he would gratioufly be 
pleaſed (according to the Statutes of the 4th, and 36h, of 
Edw.3.) timely tocall a New Parliament. 


$Scarcely wereſtheſe words: a New Parliament pronoun- 
ced, but a very great number cryed out, Vell moved, 
well moved ; and though none {pake up formally tothe 
Sheriffs, yer ſeveral amongſt the multitude ſpake enough, 
to ſhew an high approbation of what had been ſaid, and 
no one-word was {poken in contradiction : Vhich when 
the Common Sargeant ſaw, to prevent (as 1s conceived) 
others ſpeaking to the ſame matter, he ſpake to this 
purpoſe. 

That what had been moved, ned tobe the general 
{ſenſe of the whole Court, and inte the Gentleman that 
made the motion was gleaſed to join him with the She- 
riffs, and that he muſt offer his opinion in the matter : 
It was this, that it was not fo proper to carry up thar 
Mefſage before they did proceed ro their EleStions ; as 


Firii, Io determine their EleQion, and then carry upan 


account of theſe and that togetiier, Bur many in the 
Court did inliſt upon the motion , and deiired a Meſſage 
might be ſent up immediately, VVhercupon one. of the 
Sheriffs ſpoke, and did acknowledge, that what had been 
faid by the Gentleman, tia: ſpake firſt was true ; bur 
that he was an-old- Citizen, and had long known Com. 

mon 
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mon Halls; ' and he did believe tl at the proper work of 
the day was che Ele&ion of Ofhcers , 2nd therefore he 
did *defire thar the Coure would proceed to that , and 
not to carry up the Meflage till after that was done, To 
which one replied, That according to his utmoſt under- 
ftanding, that Ccnrt was ore of the Ancienteſt, grcatelt, 
and\moit powerful (Courts inthe City ; and although rhe 
Cuſtomary bulineſs of this day was the choice of Officers; 
yer that Court had cognizance of any thing whatever that 
did relate to the good of the City, and ciierctore it was 
conceived that northiing was more proper at that time 
ch:n this, which concerned the preſervation of the City 
from utrer ruine. 

Upon which the other Sheriff dire&ting his diſcourſe 
to the People ſaid, that what the Gentleman had moved 
there, was truce and not unknown to mok of the People 
rhere preſencz but thac he was of his Brothers opinion , 
that ic was fit firſt togoonto the work of the day, and 
not to carry up that Meflage till after the Eletion, Many 
Perſons being {till diflatisfied, and calling tor a preſent 
Meſlage to be ſent up, Thercupon the Gentleman who 
firſt moved the bufinels deſired, that ſince there ſeemed 
a difference touching rhe circumſtance of time , made 1r 
his Requeſt that they would proceed tro ElcEtion, and 
carry up the Mcflage with the Perſons cl.&ed as tie She- 
riffs defired , to which the Common. Hall u: animouſly 
agreed. ; 

Upon which, {tlence bei made, the Comme n-Hall 
proceeded co EleStion of Sherifis,and made ch cir Elections 
And ſent up an accornt tnerevi to tne Lord Mayor 2d 


Aldermen, by clic Sheriffs and Common Sergecanc , as 15 


ulual 
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uſual io ſuch caſes. The Lord Mayor and Aldermen 
prei:ncly came down, and took their Seats in the Court 
of Huſtings according to cuſtom , upon wiich the Com- 
mon Sar: eant came torth tothe front of the Court, and 
declared tne names of the Perſons cle&ed, and imme- 
diatcly gave back. Thereuponthe Common-Hall called 
out tor an Anſwer to their Meſlage ; upon which thie 
Common Sargeant ſteping forward again, and in the pre- 
ſence of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen and Sheriffs , {aid 
that he had acquainted his Lordihip and the Aldermen 
with their Requeſt, And that his Lordſhip has com- 
manded him, to declare unto them that he would be 
ready to join with them , in that or any other thing for 
ehe good of, the City: And with that the Lord Mayor 
and Aldermen, &c. left the Court of Huſtings—Aod 
- diſmiſſed the Aſſembly. 
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To the Common-Hall of the City 
of London. 


Fellow CittYens = 


Ur deplorable caſe forceth theſe lines from 
me , as the _—_ of the Fathers life made 
the dumb Son ſpeak : Our City is in danger 
to be Jatd againinto aſhes, and to become like 

Sodom; wicked Helliſh Inſtruments being hired (as ſome 

now in Goal have confeſſed) to fire our Houles, no 

Man in City or Suburbs can promiſe himſelt ſafery for a 

night, 

- if vigilance ſhould preſerve our Houſes, our City 

is in no leſs danger to be depopulared and become deſc. 

late , its Inhabicants (through decay of Trade and in- 
creaſe of poverty) daily forſaking it , between three and 
four thouſand Houſes lying now deſolate, And its molt 
wealthy Traders already rcfuſe to unite with the City, 
or to bear a part of , or be concerned in its Government, 


to ſupport the charge or burden neceſſary to preſcrve- ſo 


reat a Body of Traders. 

The Credit of our Merchants (which is like the daily 
food or life-blood of Traders) is fo miſcrably broken and 
loſt, that Forreiguers have with-drawn their Stocks, tru- 
ſed thereupon ſeveral Credits : And no Man knows where 
to lodge his Money in ſecuriry ; which muſt makea con- 
fumprtionof all Trade, proportionable to the diminuion of 


Credit. | Our 
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Our Merchants Ships paſs in no ſafety, through the 
potency of the French, wio arc now Aſpirersto-tize Do. 
minion of the Sca+, they take our Ships 1n fight of our 
Harvours, under vain -pretCices , -and detain them to 
Ciear tiem in their Admiraltiecs, nntil the Merchants 
principles are halt ſpent z rhe crews of Engliſh Sea-men 
(either by want, or miſeries) torced, or baſely ſeduced to 
{erve them z to purchaſe (with our Engliſh bloods) the 
French Dominaticn by Sea as well as by Land. 

Our Sea-men on whom depends the greaine(s, ſafery, 
and being cf our City, arc by the former means aud ſume 
orher, not only loſt (in great numbers) to thts. Cary, and 
to Exgland and our People decreaſed z but arc op a 
as we will- hope) the greateſt Enemics ro our City and 
Kingdom, helping to pu: the King of France into poſle(. 
ſion of Naval power , that our King can never hopetoen- 
joy his ancient Rights of the Seas Dominion, unleſs by a 
valt expence of Engliſh blood and treaſure. | 

Our Artizans, St as Weavers, broad and narrow, 
Taylors, Hat-makers, Brazicrs, Shoo-makers, Stockin- 
makers , with the Trades attendant reſpeQively :upon 
theſe, are ſo miſerably impoveriſhed by the encroach- 
ments of ſeveral kinds made by the French and otters 
upon us, that their pinching wants have already cndan- 
gered tumulrs and feditions among ſome of rhem z (and 
others have waited in vain with great expence ) art the 
door of His Majeſties Councel, and of His Parliament 
when fitting ; and how great our danger'ts, that the poor 
Arrtizans hunger may breax through our Brick-walls, God 
alone knows, 

Our Native ManufaQures and Commodities: (the 


tran{. 
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tranſport whereof ſhould ſupport the City as well as the 
nya Sg are ſome forbidaen by- rhe French King, 0- 
thers loaden with inſupportable Impolitions , ſo debaſed 
in price that our City and Kingdom, like conſuming Pro. 
digals, ſpend in France ten times our Engliſh revenue or 
growth; and if it ſo continue, we mult become the 


King of France his Slaves for his-Gaieries ; as the Egyp- 
rians, more excuſably, yielded themſelves to Pharaoh tor 


bread. | 
'But *ris not only our Houſes, Trades, Liberties, and 


Lives, but our Proteſtant Religion; and therein the Souls 


SC 7 on I00- en? Door We ot. or 


aca .. 


of us and our Poſterity, are in eminent danger: The Pa. 


pifts among(t us lift up their heads, andſay their day is 


"rear; and the Monaſteries and Convents of Engliſh a- 


broad, openly declare: that they ſhall have their An- 
cient Church-lands and Convents here again, by the 
French King'said. And thePeopleare fo trighted, thar 


ſcarce any Man dares buy Church-Jands ; And thoſe (that - 


ſay) they will run the Reſque, openly declare two years 
purchaſe abatement of the price of other Lands, becauſe 


of the danger of Popery returning. 


And is there any more then the breath of Our King” 


(which may 'paſ; before morning) berweenthar and us g 
It the preſumptive Heir of the Crown be a Roman Ca- 
tholique, what ſecurity can be given rbatthe King ſhall 
live eight or nine Moneths > And what fafety,is there 
provided for the Proteſtant Religion, it a Catholick ſhall 
poſſeſs the Crown > This being our ſad condition (judge 


you) what can ſave this Ciry, bur Laws fitced by. 


] pra 
If ty nel ro our caſe, in reſpe& of every caſe and grie- 


vance, And may not our caſe, and the Kingdoms ” 
| be 
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be deſperate, if we ſhall wait eight or nine Moneths for 
the PaxJiaments meeting. | 

In the ſence of this, you were lately meved todefire 
the Lord Mayor to call a Common Counce], to conſider 
of an humble Addreſs tro His Majeſty, to call a New Par- 
liament ſpeedily, according to the Statutes of the 4h, 
of Eaward the 3d. and the 36th. of Edward the 3d. where- 

by a Parliament isto be holden at leaſt cvery year. 

' * And the Parliament «(laſt held) being fo Prorogued, 
| thatir cannot be convened withina, year, as the Statutes 
require, 

1 appeal ro _ conſciences, whecher a more ſeaſon- 
able and neceſlary motion was ever made 2 How could a 
Citizen conſult his Fellows (about preſervation and the 
redreſs of ſuch grievances) ina more op place or time 
then in their greateſt Aſſembly , and Court of greateſt 
Power ? 

How conld he move more modeſtly, then.te defire the 
debate of the matter might be had in their leſſer Aſſem- 
blies 2 ) their repreſentatives in Common Councel) how 
could he be more ſ{tudious of Peace, then to avoid the 
doing of any by that numerous Aſſembly, leaſt it might 
be tumultuous z what can be more innocent, then to pray 
that the Citizens authority ſhould ſhew their caſe to 
ar wg z. and their thoughts of the meavs for their 
relick. 

Yer ſuch is our miſeries that ſuch a harmleſs need. 
full motion, is now taken by ſome of the King's Coun. 
cel to.be feditious and tumultuous, and your Fellow Ci- 
tizen, and one of your Common Councel, is made a Pri- 
{oner for it ; Ql-how ſad is our Cities caſe !. if His Ma» 


zjelty 
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jeſty do not redtifie ſpeedily a miſtake of dreadful con- 
ſequence. 


Our Common-Hall is the great authority and power © 


in our Ciry, the chief binding AQs in our Cities Go. 
vernment have alwayes been made by the Common- Hall: 
And the AQ: of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Coun- 
cel, bave been, and may be nulled by the Acsot the 
Common-Hall ; You are inſtead of tke vw of 
the Free-men of the City, to whom all our anclt Li. 


berties and Cuſtomes have been confirmed by the great 5 | 


Charter , and by riurty or forty Ads of Parliament, 

Bur if any of your number may be impriſoned, for men. 
tioning the Cirtes gricvances to you , or for moving for an 
Addreſs to be made by your Common Councel to the 
King according to Law, you are not more an Aflembly of 
any Authority or any uſe. 

Your ancient Libert 
that alſo ſince, and all the Atts of Parliament are be- 
come void to you , and all your Members , if when 
you are Aſſembled you muſt be dumb, leaſt the 
uſe of your Liberty and Faithfulneſs ſend you to a - 

Goal. Ng 
' Wis itever heard of before, that a Member of a law- 
ful Court or Aſſembly was impriſoned for making a 
lawful motion in it; for praying only that the King 
might be moved that the Statutes, concerning Parl;aments 
might be put in 'Execution, when need {o urgently re- 
quires it > 

And if it be ſaid, that ſucha motion was not the work 
of the day, being deſign'd tochule Officers , can any be 
deceived of their prime and greateſt liberty, co think mY 

t 


— 


before the great, Charter, and ' | 
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tefler Authority of the City can confine the greater and 
the higheſt, or to do nothing in their Afﬀſemblies: bur 


what che leſſer pleaſerh, that were to turn the Govern. 


ment of the City topfie turvie, and to make the powcr of 
the Common Hall 1aferior to tice wili of the Lord Mayor, 
yet inthe preſent caſe leſs power was exerciſed then twelve 
of rhe Common Councel have frequently ufed,tl.ey havin 
vſuallpdemanded a Commen Courcel- of the Lord 
Mayor, aud this Common- Hall was cnly moved topray 
it: And tadthe Aſſembly becn only a Common meeting 
of Engliſh men, upon any occaſion whatever , might nor 
any Man have lawfully difcourſed, either the Cities or 
Countreys g: ievances and dangers among them? And 
ſhew his opinion, that nothing bur a new Parliament ſpee- 
dily ca)led was likely ro relieve them, and that it was 
fir humbly to addreſs to the King for it. 

'W hat can be more modeſt, tnnocent, and dutiful to 
His Majeſty > How can he know His Peoples grievances, 
or the need of a ſpeedy Parliament but by {uch addreſſes > 
If ſuch motions are made criminal, the People arc bar'd 
tcrſceking to His Majeſty, forreliet-ftrom their great and 
in their moſt extream daxgcr. 

Even that Law made in the 13th. of this King , for 
preventing tumulrs and diſorders in petitioning, however 
wcre revcr reſirained : Any Man, or number or Afſcm- 
bly of Men from petitioning, or ſoliciting others to peti- 


rion for any thing agreeable ro the Laws eſtabliſhed, - 


But allows the Lord Mayor cr Court of Common Coun- 
cel of our City , to addrefs to His Majeſty againſt mart. 
ter eſtabliſhed by Law, in Church or State, thought by 
them {o to; be grievances z/ how is it then poſſible that 
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a motion ſhould be criminal, that a Common Conn. 
cet ſhould addvels for a Parliament, as the Law tequirey. 


Know then my Fellow” Citizens , if you the 
Common-Hall of this our City ſhall by your {1- 
tence upon this occaſion, agreethat your Mem- 
hers may be lawfully impriſoned , fer 1uch 
innocent, peaceable motions , you muſt bid A- 
diew not only to all your- Rights and Libertizs 
of your City , but to the ccmmon liberty of 
Engliſh men; you mult and do ſeemingly bleſs 
thoſe breakers of the great Charter of Engliſh 
liberty, whom our Anceſtors ſo ſolemnly and 
dreadfully accurſe{; you muſt bid fare-well 
to the happy ſecu ity of our Lives, Liberties, 
and Eſtates, by the Laws, whereby every man 
ought to be fate in his Perſon and Eſtate, vn-. 
lels he tranſgreſs the Law : And you muſt yiel. 
your ſelves ſabject to the wills of a few Cour- 
tiers , and be buried tn Croals, or otherwiſe de- 
ſtroyed if you diſpleaſe them , though in pray- 
ing for that which might be demanded as your 
r1ght, 


Good 
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Good Citizens,let me freely ſay this one word, 
if there had been no need of a Parliament to 
be preſently called before this ſtrange invaſion 
of all your City Liberties, andall Engliſh free- 
dom , in the impriſoning one of your Mem- 
bers without Bail, for doing his duty in ſo great 
an Aſſembly, this alone were ſufficient reaſon 
for you , to addreſsto His Majeſty for a ſpeedy 
Parliament, 


